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24/5/21 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we look forward to the half term break, I am writing to you with mixed emotions today. 

It is with sadness that I need to inform you that Mrs Saim will be leaving us at the end of this term to follow her 

dreams and return home to Cornwall. She will be taking up a new position of Executive Headteacher for 

schools in Exeter in September. I know Mrs Saim will be greatly missed by all in the Oak Hill community, not 

least by me as we have worked together for 12 years! For the whole of that time, she has been determined to 

ensure that children attending Oak Hill Academy have the most positive and enjoyable experience, leaving 

the academy knowing they have achieved their best selves and ready for their next steps. We wish Mrs Saim 

continued success in her new role and much happiness with her family in Cornwall. 

It is with great pleasure that I am now able to introduce you to the new Senior Leaders of Oak Hill Academy.  

From September, Mrs A Linney will be the Executive Principal for Oak Hill and Oriel Academies. Mrs Linney is 

currently the Principal of Oriel Academy and will bring her vast knowledge of primary education and her 

passion for excellence to Oak Hill, further enabling the two schools to work more closely together, sharing 

expertise to achieve the best for our children, staff and families. 

Miss Taylor, our current Vice Principal, has been promoted to the position of Associate Principal. She will have 

responsibility for the day to day running of the academy. Miss Taylor has been at Oak Hill for many years and 

her knowledge, commitment and dedication to the academy community is evident in all she has done and 

continues to do for Oak Hill pupils and staff. She will also be our Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

Miss Darkes, current Year 4 Team Leader, has been promoted to the position of Senior Assistant Principal. This 

role carries with it an overall responsibility for the quality of education, particularly teaching and learning. Miss 

Darkes has also been a part of the Oak Hill family for many years, starting as a student teacher with us and 

sharing her knowledge, passion and belief that all children deserve the best opportunity to thrive as she has 

grown and developed into an outstanding teacher and Team Leader. She will continue to support and 

develop teaching and the curriculum at the academy. 

Mr Ridgway, current Y6 Team Leader, has been promoted to the Assistant Principal for Inclusion, which 

includes SENCO. He will also continue in his Year Team Leader role. Mr Ridgway also joined us as a student 

teacher and has developed an interest and expertise in inclusion, he will be a fantastic source of support to 

staff and families alike in ensuring provision for children who have additional needs enables them to flourish. 

I am very proud of this new Senior Leadership Team, it was a pleasure to go through the selection process 

with them and hear from them the passion that they have for our Oak Hill community and the excitement 

with which they look forward to the future here. 

With very best wishes for a healthy half term break, when it arrives. 

Mandy Lancy 

Regional CEO (West London) 
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